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it also reveals how contested patriarchy could be: despite the inevitable triumph
of Frances’s father, whose rights over his daughter were reinforced by that other
patriarch the king, her indomitable mother appeals to “the law of England as
well as the law of God” to uphold her maternal rights (36). Though her appeal
is denied on this occasion, the principle of common law on which she relies (to
which, ironically, her estranged husband devoted his life) became the cornerstone
of the parliamentarians whose cause she espouses during the Civil War.
Luthman has a flair for the dramatic, conjuring up vivid scenes from the
past: we see Edward Coke negotiating with his future wife’s father over the
corpse of her grandfather, Lord Burghley, and Frances Coke climbing into her
stiffly brocaded dress on her wedding day at Hampton Court Palace. Such scenes
are based not on Luthman’s speculative fancy but on meticulous research which
unearths plenty of material for drama in this astonishing saga, from Frances’s
father’s physical assault on the house where she was hiding, terrified, in a closet, to
her husband’s crazed behaviour in breaking a window and crying out, bloodied, to
the people below. To supplement such documentary traces, Luthman fills in the
blanks with social history: we learn about such cultural practices as wet-nursing,
the education of girls and boys, the common forms of contraception, and the usual
practices of “lying in” and “churching.” Designed to appeal less to specialists than
to curious general readers, the book also carefully sketches out the broad contours
of major political events: the Overbury scandal and its aftermath, the crisis in
Bohemia, the Spanish Match, the plague years, the assassination of Buckingham,
and the Civil War. That these events are mediated through the extraordinary life
of Frances Coke Villiers might just be her ultimate revenge.

Christina Luckyj
Dalhousie University
The Woman Who Turned into a Jaguar, and Other Narratives of Native
Women in Archives of Colonial Mexico. Lisa Sousa. Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2017. 424 pp. $65. ISBN 978-0-80475640-2.
A culmination of decades of work, Sousa’s unparalleled study of native Mexican
women restores a trend she helped establish as a contributor to the publication of Indian Women of Early Mexico (Susan Schroeder et al., 1997), part of
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the explosion of groundbreaking studies incorporating women as unequivocally
central to inquiry across disciplines in the 1980s and 1990s. I remind readers
that since the 1990s, women’s research centers were closed or had to change
their names. This legal and economic opposition to women’s explicit presence in
historical records and doctrinal narratives (those written within religious institutions) brought about a gap in the ethnohistorical literature evident in Sousa’s
bibliography. While recognizing ongoing, award-winning, and effective feminist
scholarship, I defer to her article “Nail This To Your Door: A Disputation on the
Power, Efficacy, and Indulgent Delusion of Western Scholarship that Neglects
the Challenge of Gender and Women’s History” (Pacific Historical Review, 79,
no. 4 [Nov. 2010], 605–17) for its Wittenberg-style challenge to help situate
the vacuum that Sousa’s research enters not only for scholars of colonial Mexico
and the greater West, but for all who continue to expect historians to represent
women’s demographic reality in early modern history (after all, they represented
at least half of the population).
That is the gap that Sousa’s new book fills. The Woman Who Turned into
a Jaguar was much anticipated by ethnohistorians and could not come at a better political moment for readers interested in decolonizing indigenous women’s
history. Essentially, ethnohistories focus on local points of view, as opposed to
traditional histories that prioritize institutional sources (from the church or
government, that often obscured the central role of women in society). In other
words, Sousa has accomplished an extremely challenging task. She analyzes a
range of native extant sources that are generally not accessible nor easily interpreted to offer a view of indigenous women in the Mexican colonies. Requiring years
in archives, transcribing and translating indigenous languages, Sousa’s sources
incorporate four different culture groups in central Mexico and Oaxaca: the
Nahua (Aztec), the Ñudzahui (Mixtec), the Bènizàa (Zapotec), and the Ayuuk
(Mixe). She combines the known literature with these new sources from archives
in the Americas and comes up with novel arguments. Thus, Sousa’s methods are
important to the interdisciplinary scholar interested in the challenge of including
the voice of indigenous women found in colonial archives (left behind by Spanish,
French, and Portuguese notaries, as well as records by indigenous notaries who
quickly adopted Roman script to their own languages). Integrating art historians’
precolonial pictorial books, material culture, and textual documentation in native
languages, she reveals a history close to the heart of indigenous women’s daily
lives.
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The first chapters present especially intimate details about women’s lives.
Sousa begins with calendrical and textual evidence of identity. Mutable bodies
contrast with a system of strongly gendered roles, laying the groundwork for evidence of gender complementarity (interdependent relationships, where one gender is not considered more valuable). Clothing, jewelry, ceremonial roles, speech
patterns were not gender neutral — they were used to mark and order complex,
alterable persons. In the two chapters about marriage patterns, Sousa uses quotations from early surveys called Relaciones to great effect, documenting people’s
ideas about the detrimental effects of a church-imposed monogamy, along with
the prohibition on divorce. Sousa illustrates conflicts between popular attitudes
about intimacy (like women’s lifelong sexual needs) and marriage expectations
of colonizers, arguing from court cases that domestic violence was not accepted
in native communities. Marriage becomes a vehicle through which to analyze
the social and economic standing of women, including traditional “formalized
cooperative and reciprocal labor arrangements” that were threatened by infidelity
(108). Sousa also analyzes adultery and rape cases to show how over time Spanish
cultural norms “influenced the ways that indigenous men and women made gendered claims” (148). An interesting demographic detail: sexual partners tended to
be about the same age.
The last three chapters shift focus to illustrate wider social contexts. In
this way, we learn that women’s civic membership was measured by their labor.
For instance, “[a]s craftpersons, women were on par with their male peers” (190),
which challenges previous assumptions that men performed the prestigious
trades in Nahua society. New graphs listing Nahuatl-language terms for different kinds of work performed, and a summary of not commonly known findings — as in “From Parallel and Equivalent to Separate and Unequal: Tenochca
Mexican Women, 1500–1700” (Susan Kellogg in Indian Women of Early Mexico,
1997), which shows women were market overseers, teachers, ward leaders, and
priests — help us understand common types of labor. Sousa references a female
head of state tlatoani, female vendors, and women’s direct participation in the
agricultural sector. Of particular interest is the amount of evidence Sousa gathers
describing the birthing and healing practices of female physicians. A description
of household compounds supports evidence of ritual labor and helps us understand that family was defined by “shared residence and communal life” rather than
bloodline (225). Despite warrior culture being gendered masculine, Sousa’s final
chapter shows “evidence that women played a formal role in war, especially as
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rulers of local states” (263), and encapsulates women’s central roles in local rebellions. When local authorities overloaded indigenous labor and tribute networks,
native women also commonly used legal avenues to settle disputes. Those not
familiar with the precolonial history of the female leader named Six-Monkey, or
of the many groups of women who engaged in armed resistance before and after
Spanish colonization, will find the narratives eye-opening.
In-text quotations of translated phrases means the book can be employed
fruitfully for research purposes by specialists in multiple fields and can serve as
the basis for research-based classrooms that until now have not had access to a
monograph that integrates native women’s extant records. Theoretical arguments
around honor, patriarchy, and public/private space, so useful in the European
context, are meticulously dismissed for the American context and in a manner
that will help steer students away from constructs that simply do not apply. For,
unlike other regions, Sousa shows that highland Mexico did not conceive of
women as a weaker sex, hence the title: The Woman Who Turned into a Jaguar.
Critics of this type of history point to the difficulty of generalizing historical
experiences, but Souza carefully crafts arguments about cross-cultural patterns
based on her wide source base of indigenous languages from highland Mexico.
A student of James Lockhart, a historian of the Nahua people and Nahuatl language, Sousa analyzes the languages themselves as evidence of original, preexisting concepts commonly obscured by translation. It is this dedication to native
women’s records, not Spanish observations, that sets her study apart for special
distinction and admiration. I expect it to inspire a new generation of scholars to
find women’s voices in the archives.

Miriam Melton-Villanueva
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Women Writing the English Republic, 1625–1681. Katharine Gillespie.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017. 354 pp. $120. ISBN
978-1107149120.
Katharine Gillespie’s important new work, Women Writing the English Republic,
1625–1681, anchors its discussion of women’s role in the revolutionary politics
of the seventeenth-century in the classical figure of Lucretia, but the book’s dense
interweaving of multiple contexts and sources also brings to mind the figure of

